
The system uses the scores determined with the card to identify and
selectively deworm sheep and goats with anaemia.

Selective deworming minimises drug use and slows the development of
drug-resistant parasites.

It can also help when deciding which animals to breed with/keep in the
flock/herd by identifying those animals that are most susceptible

to wireworm infection. 
This allows the farmer to breed for resilience against wireworm.

Use of the FAMACHA© system allows small stock farmers to make deworming
decisions based on an estimate of the the level of parasite burden in small stock

associated with wireworm (Haemonchus contortus) infection.

Please Note:
• FAMACHA© is only applicable to wireworm (H. contortus) treatment.

• Redness of the ocular membranes can be caused by eye disease,
environmental irritants and systemic disease.

(Though uncommon, these conditions can mask anemia.)
• Other causes of anemia exist, but are uncommon compared to wireworm

infection during the grazing season.
• An elevated FAMACHA© score is not the only reason to deworm an animal.

The FAMACHA© Scoring System

Wireworm is the biggest killer in small stock. It is essential to understand it and
how to manage it if you are to be a successful small-stock farmer.

It is the most economically important parasite affecting sheep and goat
production and the most common cause of anaemia in small stock.

The worm latches onto the inside of the animal’s stomach (abomasum) wall,
causing bleeding. This can result in anaemia, and in severe cases, death.

The FAMACHA© card is a tool that matches the color of the eye mucous
membranes of small ruminants. It contains a colour chart showing 5 colour

categories that correspond to different levels of anaemia.
Category 1 represents “not anemic” with category 5 representing “severely anemic.”

https://www.uri.ed

https://www.uri.edu/
https://www.uri.edu/


We recommend printing and laminating this
card for use next to the crush when working

with your small stock.

Disclaimer: While this particular design of the FAMACHA© Score Card was made by Veterinary
House Hospital, we do NOT own any rights to the FAMACHA© System, nor did we formulate it.

The FAMACHA© Score card is freely available online and can be downloaded at will.
The rights to the original FAMACHA© System remains that of its owner.


